THE SYNDICATES                            191
increased their workings in order to secure an increased share of
the output, while the share that fell to the struggling small com-
panies hardly increased at all.
In order to carry out the original idea more faithfully the plan of
annual allotments was changed on the renewal of the Syndicate in
1903, and the participatory shares were fixed until 1915, with the
proviso that larger shares might only be claimed in proportion to
the increased aggregate sale. But this restriction did not suit the
large colliery companies, which began to buy up the smaller ones,
encouraged by the rule allowing any company which absorbs
another to claim the latter3s share in the output, whether the
absorbed workings should be closed or not. Then began a period
of closing down which, though it did not last long in an acute
form, created a great displacement of labour and much distress
to the miners and their families concerned, for in some districts
whole tillages were deserted. So far did the closing of collieries
go, that in 1905 an urgent Government Bill was introduced in
the Prussian Diet to require colliery owners before they
abandoned any of their works to show proof that they were no
longer profitable. As a price for the passage of a twin measure,
amending the conditions of employment in coal mines and
particularly curtailing the hours of labour to eight per shift, and
abolishing excessive fines, the Bill was dropped,
The immediate effect of this new development, however, was
to help on the very concentration which the Goal Syndicate
was to have checked. Ten Westphalian colliery companies
disappeared between 1904 and 19065 having been absorbed by
larger ones, and of an aggregate output sanctioned for 1905 of
75358431S3 metric tons 12 of the largest companies shared to
the extent of 38,074,190 tons, or 50 per cent.
Side by side with the formation of syndicates there has also
sprung up another form of combination no less important in its
way* viz., the " mixed SJ works in the iron industry, i.e., coal
and smelting works combined., or smelting and rolling works com-
bined, which are rapidly and inexorably crushing out of existence
the " pure '" works? engaged in a single branch of the pro-
ductive process.*
The tendency is no new one: what is new is its extent, and
the growing difficulty of the " pures* iron works holding their own
* See Chapter V., p. 82.